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SUB J : SPANISH SAHARA: SPANISH REACTION TO ICI ADVISORY OPINION 
AND REPORT OF DECOLONIZATION COMMITTEE 

REF: A. MADRID 7067; B. THE HAGUE 5278 C. USUN 5106 

SUMMARY: LOCAL MEDIA HAVE GIVEN FRONT PAGE TREATMENT TO ICJ 
ADVISORY OPINION AND REPORT PREPARED BY INVESTIGATING TEAM OF 
UN'S DECOLONIZATION COMMITTEE. MATTER-OF-FACT REPORTING 
(REFLECTING THE CONTENTS OF THE ICJ OPINION AS REPORTED BY 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE) HAS UNDERSCORED VIEW THAT ISSUE IS NOW IN 
HANDS OF UN AND WILL PROBABLY REQUIRE SOME FORM OF CONSULTATION OF 
SAHARAN PEOPLE TO LIVE UP TO PRINCIPLE OF SELF-DETERMINATION. 

INITIAL REACTION TO KING HASSAN'S ANNOUNCEMENT OF MASS PILGRIMAGE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MADRID 07220 172002Z 

TO SAHARA HAS BEEN INCREDULITY. THE MEDIA GIVE IMPRESSION 
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THAT GOS IS PREPARED TO DEAL BILATERALLY WITH MOROCCO 
ON MODALITIES OF ANY REFERENDUM. RELEASE OF 16 MOROCCAN 
MILITARY PRISONERS IS SPANISH GESTURE TO GOM. END SUMMARY. 

1. IN PAST WEEK NEWSPAPERS HAVE FRONT-PAGED DETAILS OF 
REPORT SUBMITTED BY INVESTIGATING COMMISSION OF UN 
DECOLONIZATION COMMITTEE TO SAHARA AND ICJ'S ADVISORY 
OPINION ON SAHARAN ISSUE REFLECTING CONTENTS AS REPORTED 
IN REF B. GOS HAS MADE NO PUBLIC STATEMENT AS YET 

BUT MEDIA INDICATE CLEARLY THAT GOVT VIEWS ISSUE AS IN 
HANDS OF UN AND SPAIN INTENDS TO DECOLONIZE IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THIS YEAR'S RESOLUTION TO BE ADOPTED IN UNGA. 

2. THE INITIAL REACTION TO KING HASSAN'S ANNOUNCEMENT 
OCT 16 OF A PILGRIMAGE BY 350,000 MOROCCANS INTO THE 
SAHARA HAS BEEN INCREDULITY. SOME COMMENTATORS HAVE 
SUGGESTED HASSAN HAS GONE ROUND THE BEND. 

3. THESE THINGS HAVE SOMEWHAT OBSCURED OCT 17 RELEASE OF 
16 MOROCCAN PRISONERS CAPTURED JULY 22 IN SAHARA. RELEASE 

IS PORTRAYED IN SPANISH PRESS AS CALCULATED GESTURE OF GOOD-WILL 
TOWARDS MOROCCO. A SECOND GROUP OF 44 SOLDIERS CAPTURED IN 
MOROCCAN UNIFORMS JUNE 8 ARE REPORTEDLY STILL HELD IN THE 
SPANISH SAHARA. 

4. "INFORMACIONES " (INDEPENDENT) REPORTED OCT 15 THAT 
"AUTHORITATIVE SOURCES" SAID THAT GOS DID NOT WANT TO 
PROVOKE RABAT PREFERRING INSTEAD TO MAINTAIN A FLEXIBLE 
ATTITUDE TOWARDS MOROCCO AND NOUAKCHOTT ON THE ISSUE OF 
ORGANIZING A REFERENDUM OF SAHARANS. ACCORDING TO THIS 
SOURCE, BY ALLOWING "SAHARAN REFUGEES" IN MOROCCO TO 
VOTE IN REFERENDUM, AND THE ADJACENT COUNTRIES TO TAKE 
PART IN SUPERVISING IT, THE OUTCOME COULD HAVE SOME 
"SURPRISES". FRONT-PAGE REPORT IN "INFORMACIONES" 

CONCLUDED WITH STATEMENT THAT "RABAT KNOW PERFECTLY WELL 
THAT ONLY THROUGH SPAIN CAN IT OBTAIN ITS ENDS". THIS 

PUBLIC SIGNAL TO RABAT ECHOES COMMENTS OF DIRGEN OF SAHARAN 
AFFAIRS (REF A) TO EMBOFF INTIMATING THAT WAY MIGHT BE FOUND FOR 
MOROCCAN SUPPORTERS TO VOTE EARLY AND OFTEN IN SAHARAN 
REFERENDUM. 
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5. AS SOON AS THE SPANISH HAVE TIME TO COLLECT THEIR WITS, 

WE WILL TRY TO GET THEIR MEASURED ASSESSMENT OF WHAT HASSAN'S 
SPEECH MEANS TO THEM CERTAINLY, AS AMBASSADOR DE PINIES 
NOTED AT THE UN, THE SPANISH WOULD BE INCLINED TO ASK THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL TO CONSIDER THE AFFAIR OF HASSAN’S 
GRAND TOUR (REF C). LATEST MILITARY INCIDENT (FBIS 1636 
2892324) IN WHICH 9 MOROCCAN SOLDEIRS WERE KILLED OCT 13 
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IN SKIRMISH WITH F POLISARIO MEMBERS (ONE OF WHOM WAS ALSO 
KILLED) AFTER PENETRATING SPANISH SAHARA NEAR MAHBES COULD 
FURTHER EXACERBATE SITUATION. 

STABLER 
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